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IRVING B. HARRIS
Irving B. Harris is aphilanthropist, businessman, and visionary. Currendy, he is chairman of numerous organiza
tions which include the Harris Foundation, William Harris Investors, Inc., Pittway Corporation Charitable Foun
dation, and the Acorn Fund. Additionally, he is the director ofTeva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd., Harriscope of
Los Angeles, Pittway Corporation aswell asthe Acorn Fund.
Mr. Harris has been interested in education, especially early childhood development, for more than 30years. He
was founder of the Erikson Institute in Chicago and served as president from 1966 to 1983. Now chairman
emeritus of that organization, Mr. Harris believes that this facility has the best program in this part ofthe country
for research and training in early childhood development. Several GSU faculty have had the honor of being
trained at the institute.
What originally began, forty years ago, as adesire to lower the number of high school dropouts changed when he
realized that early intervention was the key to the problem. Consequently, Mr. Harris has been committed to
helping poor children, primarily from birth until age three, get astart on the right path for learning. In addition, he
has also authored the book Children in Jeopardy.
Currently, Mr. Harris teaches seminars on early brain development that, among other topics, illustrate how pat
terns leading to low attention span or hyper-activity are already in place in the brain's neural network before a
child issix months old. A1931 graduate ofYale University, Mr. Harris has received abounty ofawards and honors
throughout his illustrious career, today, GSU isonly too proud to honor aman whose vision and character impacts
the world in such a significant manner.
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